                                                        RULE II - DRAFT                              

PART 1
TITLE:

Rabies Control Rules and Regulations, Dougherty County.

PART 2
LEGAL AUTHORITY: 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the County Board of Health under OCGA Chapter 31-3, 31-5, et.seq., the Code of Georgia and more particularly by Chapter 31-19, the County Board of Health adopts the following Rules and Regulations for the control of rabies within said county.

PART 3
PURPOSE:

To prescribe Rules for the prevention and control of rabies within Dougherty County by providing for the vaccination, tagging and certification of dogs, cats and ferrets, the confinement of dogs, cats, ferrets and other animals, for the establishment of a full-time Rabies Control Officer, collection of rabies control fees and for other purposes.

PART 4
DEFINITIONS:

Unless a different meaning is required by the context, the following terms as used in this Rule have the meanings hereinafter respectively ascribed to them. 

4.01 “BOARD” means Dougherty County Board of Health, State of Georgia.

4.02 “DEPARTMENT” means the Department of Human Resources, State of Georgia.

4.03 “DIRECTOR” means the Chief Executive of the County Board as defined in Section 31-3-11 and Section 31-3-15 of the Code of Georgia, or in his absence, subject to approval of the Board, a member of said Board appointed by the Chairman for the purposes enumerated herein.

4.04 “DOG” means a dog, of either sex, vaccinated or not vaccinated against rabies.

4.05 “CAT” means a cat, of either sex, vaccinated or not vaccinated against rabies.

4.06 “FERRET” means ferret, of either sex, vaccinated or not vaccinated against rabies.

4.07 “VACCINE” means an injectable material containing killed or attenuated rabies virus, licensed by the United States Department of Agriculture, Veterinary Biologics Control Section, and approved by the Georgia Department of Human Resources.  Vaccine used for the purposes of this Rule shall be stored at the temperature prescribed on the package label.  Out-dated vaccine shall not be used.

4.08 “VACCINATE” – “INOCULATE” means the injection of a specified dose of antirabic vaccine by a veterinarian into the proper site of an animal, such vaccine having the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Veterinary Biologics Control Section license number approval stamped on the label of the container and having been approved by the Georgia Department of Human Resources.

4.09 “VETERINARIAN” means any person who holds a license to practice the profession of veterinary medicine in the State of Georgia and has a degree of Doctor of Veterinarian Medicine.

4.010 “Rabies Vaccination Tag” means a tag furnished or approved by the Georgia Department of Human Resources and which tag shall be worn by the vaccinated dog, cat, or ferret.

4.011 “Certificate” means a certificate of vaccination on a form furnished or approved by the Georgia Department of Human Resources.
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4.012 “Certificate number” means the individual number on each rabies vaccination certificate and tag by which the animal’s vaccination history and veterinarian can be traced.   
4.013 “Rabies Control Fee” means that surcharge (fee) authorized by the State Health code and levied by the county of residence at the time of rabies immunization of a pet animal in a private or public clinic.  This fee is to be collected by the veterinarian and forwarded to the treasurer of the county of the animal owner’s residence.  The “rabies control fee” is not to be confused with any fees associated with licensing or registering pet animals, or the fee that shall be charged by the veterinarian for performing the vaccination.

4.014 “Person” means any individual, firm, corporation, partnership, municipality, county, society, or association.

4.015 “Owner” means any  person having a right of property in a dog, cat or ferret, or any person who permits a dog, cat or ferret to remain on his premises.

4.016 “Health Department” means the Dougherty County Health Department or in the absence of a functioning health department, the Dougherty County Board of Health.

PART 5
PROVISIONS:

5.01 Vaccination of Dogs, Cats or Ferrets.

Within 30 days following the passage of this Rule every owner of a dog, cat or ferret three (3) months of age or older shall cause such animal to be vaccinated against rabies as defined by this Rule.  Dogs, cats or ferrets will be re-vaccinated annually.  When dogs, cats or ferrets one (1) year of age or older are vaccinated with vaccines accepted by the Department for providing three (3) year duration of immunity, boosters will be required every three (3) years.

5.02 Certificate of Vaccination

a. Evidence of vaccination shall consist of a certificate of vaccination.  The certificate with each item 

       answered shall be prepared in triplicate and signed by the veterinarian administering the vaccine.  One (1)

       copy of the certificate shall be given to the owner, one (1) copy  filed with the Dougherty County Health

       Department, and one (1) copy retained by the veterinarian.

b. A veterinarian is required in connection with his practice to issue a certificate of vaccination and a vaccination tag and provide one (1) copy of the certificate  to the animal’s owner, one (1)  copy  to the Dougherty County Health Department, and  retain one (1) copy for his files.

c. The certificates of vaccination furnished to the Dougherty County Health Department shall be maintained in an orderly indexed file for a period of not less than three (3) years. A veterinarian who administers rabies vaccination shall provide to the Dougherty County Health Department the rabies certificate number for each resident dog, in Dougherty County, that is vaccinated. Rabies certification numbers must be submitted to the Dougherty County Health Department no later that the tenth (10th) of each month for rabies vaccinations administered the previous month.  
d. In the event a tag is lost, another tag may be obtained from the veterinarian who treated the animal   bearing the same shape and color for that year.

5.03 Vaccination Tags

a.   Coincident with the issuance of the certificate of vaccination, the veterinarian required to furnish the

certificate shall also furnish to the owner of the vaccinated dog, cat or ferret a serially numbered tag bearing the same number and year thereon attached to the collar or harness worn by the dog for which the certificate and tag have been issued.

b.  In the event that a dog receives an approved multi-year vaccination, it will be the 

     owner’s responsibility to obtain, from the veterinarian who administered the vaccination, a tag for the 

     current year, for each year that the vaccination is in effect.
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5.04 Availability of Information
a. As part of rabies control investigation, the Dougherty County Heath Department will  be provided with all pertinent information related to the suspect animal(s).

b. Each veterinarian or designee will be available at all times to provide emergency rabies control information to the Dougherty County Health Department. 

c. Each veterinarian or designee shall provide the Dougherty County Health Department with the up-to-date name(s) and phone number(s) of the person(s) to be contacted for emergency rabies control information.

5.05 Rabies Control Fee

Veterinarians are required to collect a rabies control fee per dog vaccinated for rabies, as prescribed by OCGA, volume 28, Title 31-19-7(b).  This fee is in addition to, and not to be confused with the professional veterinary fee for rabies immunization. Commencement of fee collection will begin one (1) year from the effective date of this Rule.”  on April 10, 2008.

5.06 Clinics

a. In accordance with the direction of the Board, as appearing on its minutes, the Director may operate or cause to be operated county-sponsored clinics for the vaccination of dogs, cat and ferrets against rabies.

b. Vaccinations will be performed by a veterinarian.  Payment of services shall be derived from vaccination fees.
c. The vaccination fee for such clinics, including the administering and cost of the vaccine, the issuance of certificates and tags, and other necessary expense, shall be predetermined by the County Board of Health at least 15 days in advance of a scheduled clinic.  Public notice of the schedule of the clinics shall be made by the Director also at least 15 days in advance of the first clinic appearing on the schedule.  Such notice shall include the schedule of each clinic including the day, the hour, the place and the vaccination fee.

d. In emergencies or during quarantine, the 15 days notice prior to the operation of a clinic shall not apply.

5.07 Rabies Control Officer

a. A Rabies Control Officer who is knowledgeable of animals shall be appointed by the Board.  This official will be an employee of the county health department.  Funds for his salary will be derived in part from the special rabies control fee levied at the time of the rabies vaccination of dogs. 

b. Duties of the Rabies Control Officer will include:

1. Investigate and maintain a record of animal bites in the county.

2. Provide for proper confinement of an animal involved in a bite; or if the animal is dead or killed, preparation and submission of the head for laboratory examination.

3. Enforce proper disposition of animals exposed to known rabid animals.

4. Assure stray animal pickup service in relation to rabies control.

5. Assist in rabies immunization clinic.

6. Other duties as stated in the rabies control regulations or as ordered by the Director.
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5.08 Confinement of Dogs, Cats, Ferrets or Other Animals

a. The Rabies Control Officer will maintain enforcement of all regulations pertaining to confinement of dogs, cats, ferrets or other animals.

b. The owner of any dog, cat, ferret or other animal as defined in this section shall confine or cause to be  

                                     confined such dog, cat, ferret or other animal as herein prescribed:

1.
A dog, cat, ferret or other animal, whether vaccinated or not, which has bitten a person (or other animal) shall be confined for a period of ten (10) days following the date of the bite.  Before being released, the animal must be vaccinated. 

2.
A dog, cat, ferret or other animal whether vaccinated or not, having signs suggestive of rabies shall be confined and in isolation until its death or until its freedom from suspicion of having rabies is established and its release is authorized by the Director.

3.
A dog, cat, ferret or other animal not vaccinated and bitten by a known or suspected rabid animal shall be immediately destroyed or if the owner is unwilling to destroy the exposed animal, strict    

     
isolation of the animal in an approved pen for six (6) months shall be enforced.  One (1) month prior to release, the animal shall be vaccinated according to prescribed methods.

4. Any dog, cat, ferret or other animal, the rabies vaccination of which is current as evidenced by the certificate of vaccination and which is bitten by a known or suspected rabid animal, may be                revaccinated, confined in an approved manner for forty-five (45) days, and then released if no signs of rabies are evident.

5. Every dog, cat and ferret whether vaccinated or not in a quarantined area shall be kept confined to the owner’s or custodian’s premises during the entire quarantine period.

6. Any dog, cat or ferret less than three (3) months old shall be confined to the owner’s premises or kept on leash.

7. Any dog, cat or ferret brought into Dougherty County for a permanent stay from outside the county shall be confined or on leash until vaccinated as provided for by this rule except when the owner of such dog, cat or ferret produces evidence satisfactory to the Director that such animal has been vaccinated in a manner and by procedures comparable to the requirements of this Rule, then a certificate of vaccination and a vaccination tag may be issued for the current vaccination year.

8. Any dog, cat or ferret brought into Dougherty County on temporary stay not exceeding fourteen (14) days shall be confined or on a leash at all times; except if the owner or custodian of such dog, cat or ferret submits evidence to the Director that such dog, cat or ferret has been vaccinated in a manner and by procedures comparable to the requirements of this Rule, the Director may waive the requirement that said dog, cat or ferret be confined or on a leash.

9. Any dog, cat, ferret or other animal running at large shall be impounded for a minimum of three (3) days unless reclaimed earlier by the owner.  If the animal bears vaccination and /or license tag, a reasonable effort to locate the owner shall be made.  Any unvaccinated (and/or unlicensed) dog, cat or ferret may be reclaimed by its owner during the period of impoundment by payment of prescribed pound fees and by the giving of satisfactory assurances of compliance with the rabies vaccination requirements of this ordinance within 72 hours of release.  Any vaccinated dog, cat or ferret impounded because of lack of a rabies vaccination tag may be reclaimed by its owner by furnishing proof of rabies vaccination and payment of all impoundment fees prior to release.

5.09 Confinement Area Facility

a.
The area or facility to which any dog, cat, ferret or animal is confined in compliance with the provisions of                                    this Rule shall be subject to the approval of the Director.  The confinement area or facility may include                                   either a pound, a kennel, an animal hospital, or other place which provides:
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1. Construction and management which will keep the animal dry and clean and prevent its escape.

2. A method and procedure for the identification of the animal and the recording of the date of its admission to the area or facility.

3. Assurance that the animal will have safe and adequate water and food.

4. Adequate space for the animal’s exercise.

5. Protection against excessive heat and cold.

6. Space, cages, pens, and other necessary equipment to isolate the animal for its protection against injury and infectious disease.
c. Any dog, cat, ferret or animal must remain in the confinement area during the entire confinement period, unless authorized by the Director. 

5.010 Reporting

The owner or custodian of any animal having signs suggestive of rabies shall confine the animal and  

immediately notify the Director, reporting any information regarding any persons bitten or attacked by said 

animals.
PART 6
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT:

6.01 Enforcement

a.   The Board of Health hereby instructs the Rabies Control Officer to enforce the above rules and regulations.  

b.   The Rabies Control Officer is authorized and instructed to make cases against anyone who violates one or

more provisions of these regulations.



c.   The Rabies Control Officer is authorized to make whatever inquiry is deemed necessary to ensure    

      compliance with the provisions of these rules and regulations.  Law enforcement agencies of local   

      governments and the sheriff of the county shall cooperate with the Rabies Control Officer in enforcing the

      provisions of these rules and regulations.

d.   Enforcement of this rule will be in accordance with O.C.G.A. 31-5-1 et.seq. and Rule I adopted and

      promulgated  by the County Board of  Health.

6.02

Penalty                                                                                                                                   

Any person who violates any provision of these rules and regulations shall be guilty of a misdemeanor as stated under O.C.G.GA, § 31-19-10.

PART 7
REPEAL:

All Rules and Regulations or any part thereof in conflict with the above and foregoing Rules and Regulations are hereby repealed.

PART 8
SEVERANCE CLAUSE:

If any action, subsection, clause, provision or portion of  this regulation shall be held to be invalid or           unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not affect any other section, subsection, clause, provision, or portion of this regulation which is not in and of itself invalid or unconstitutional.
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PART 9
POWER TO ENTER:

It shall be the duty of the representative of the Board of Health to enforce these rules and the Health Officer, Public Health Engineer or Sanitarian, County Environmental Health Specialist or District Environmentalist for the County, or authorized person accompanying a Board of Health representative is hereby authorized to enter at any reasonable time, any premises as may be necessary for its enforcement.

PART 10
EFFECTIVE DATE:



These Rules and Regulations shall become effective the 




Date Adopted: 

                    

Signed:  _____________________________________________

                                                  Bernard Scoggins, MD

                                                  Chairman, Dougherty County Board of Health

             
            Signed:  _____________________________________________

                                                  Jacqueline M. Grant, MD

                                                  District Health Director – Health District 8-2 



Signed:  _____________________________________________

                                                            Phyllis Plummer

                                                  Secretary - Dougherty County Board of Health
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